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Triteeraprapab S. Update in lymphatic filariasis: A re-emerging disease of Thailand.
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Despite recent advances in vector control and chemotherapy, lymphatic filariasis,
caused by nematode parasites, mainly Wuchereria bancrofti and Brugia malayi, is still a
major public health problem and seriously affects the socio-economic situation in many
areas of the world. Although the disease is limited to 5 provinces of Thailand with low
microfilarial rates, the high infection rate of bancroftian filariasis among Myanmar migrants
and the prevalence of the mosquito vector (Culex quinquefasciatus) throughout Thailand
should cause public concern. The standard technique for diagnosis of lymphatic filariasis
is detection of microfilariae from night blood, which is not practical and has low sensitivity.

Detection of filarial specific antigens, antibodies and DNA have been developed for early

detection of infections caused by filarial parasites. However, the cost and ease of use in
the endemic areas needs to be considered. Together with strategies for treatment and control
of the filarial parasites and mosquito vectors, health education is one of the most important

elements to control the disease.
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